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Volunteer bumper issue following two church trips to Amasanbe inspired!

Trip 1:St Petels, Wellesbourne- Kate Mier

In 2016 | spent just one week in October at Amasango. As ever | was made extremely welcome by Linc
Ngamlana and all the staff, and the singing and worship in staff briefing each morning was inspirational.
joined by a young firsime volunteer, Hanah Peters, who spent two weeks supporting learners in maths
English. Hannah had such a great time she is going back for longer in 2017.

| found the school in good heart: there is a calm atmosphere and good learning going on. | was invited
support learning English with Grades 4 to 7, and | was really encouraged by how engaged the learners
and by the standard of teachingdaving consistent Class Aids in each class throughout the day really hel|
things to run smoothly The numbersattending schooare lower than the school would likand the staff are
trying to encourage young people to come to school. | think thatattendance is indication of the
hopelessness these children growing up in such poverty and deprivation experience.

When | asked Grade 6 learners what they most enjoy about Amasango they were really positive about t
school, responding with things such-talsey ‘¢ are f

Before | arrived the school marimba péas had won a regional competition in the Eastern Cape. During n
stay the under 13s football team won a match against another school. There are two pottery wheels be
used in the pottery, and several sewing machines being well used. So the lolistiocational aspects of
the education are continuing and developing well.

| taught the children Christian songs with actions. On my last morning, at breaktime, two small boys car
to me and asked to sing the song again, and we spent some time sargirdping the actions to their great
delight. | found this very moving in that the children were behaving just like children; they are experienc
security and care at Amasango that is all owioug
might have life-1 i f e i n all its fullness’. To me, Amas
experience something of that fullness of life. Thank you to Linda Ngamlana and all the staff for all that t
give week in week out to thehildren, and to everyone who supports the school financially.

Students busy in aArt lesson
and the football teanwho won
their match




St Petels, Wellesbourne-Hannah Peters

| have recently returned from spending two weeks volunteeringraasangand | truly had the most
incredible time. Being picked up by the school bus on my first morning | had a mix of emotions; | was bc
excited (primarily) and nervous (understandabig!see what the next two weeks had in store for me. But
within hours of arriving at the school, my ner
stuck in. I knew | had to throw myself infamasangdife as | had such a short time tigeand within a few
days | felt part of thé\masangdamily. | found myself instantly bonding with the lovely pupils of Grade 4 w
were so full of war mt h, vi brant and |l oving! |
anyonewhoha vi sited the school will agree that no
experience challenging would be lying after listening to story after story of the tricky situations that the
children and staff alike, however | was trutgpired by several of the staff at the school and how passionat
they were about helping these children, even with so few resources. There were so many extraordinary
highlights for me | ike when | went t ovingtadughtthet h
township to the game, the energy on the bus was electric. To see the lads out of the classroom and just
playing around and acting how children should act was so lovely to see.

I knew | wasn’t going t o contaetwithatAnesaeghw if Icduld ingpire s
one child to come back to school the next day and have them leave school with a smile on their face, | k
had done what | set out to achieve. Th aneinvghed

with the Friends oAmasangaharity here in the UK!

Thank you for your ongoing support of the children and young people at Amasango



Trip 2: All Saints, FulharMeet the Team! (Excerpts from the blog
allsaintsamasango7.wadpress.com

TheAmasango #Julia Chittell the oldest
youth worker in town! Polly Fryer, nurse with
agreat sense of humouPenny Seabrook,

v i cemaughsaid!Pam Davies, our most
compassionategaring person evelTaking
the photo)Ade, Warden and builder of oh so
many t hings.. a rslerifo ur
our fantastic and f
Christina Thomas, our team leader and
inspiration!

/| KNRAAGAYl Qa (KANR { Rk wagmth oftiel Q
welcome from Linda Ngamlana, the principal and the staff, is
unchanged, n eonvictioe that wesan ba ohbareefit s
while we are in the school. The singing at assembly was as uplifti
as ever and the Christian nature of thirt of the day-prayers in
the staff room and bible reading and a homily from a member of
staff —remains the same. The children are still receiving breakfast
before the start of the school day, a midmorning snack and lunch
' YR KSNBQa & Khe sichobl SomBhbvF IFoksMd@atérian
tidier. The store room is much tidier and does doutlgy as a
classroom. The old assembly room is now a sewing and craft roo
with a couple of sewing machines.

The children seem much calmer than before, though today
Monday and some may not have made it to school this morning.
boy turned up in a track suit and was roundly told off for not wear
uniform.

First day at the schoolAfter the staff meeting and assembilye had
a meeting with Linda and the volunteeommittee which consists of
one of the classroom aids, a form teacher and a social science
teacher. This was followed tay extended tour of the school to helg
orientate us.

Penny disappeared into a maths class. Sherife disappeared into 1
reception classind was not seen again until the end of the day. Ju
started work on organising the library, Ade wondered off to the
pottery. Polly worked out a programme to divide her time betweel
needlework and English, Pam went in search of little ones to reac
and | went in search of a timetable.

LF¥ &2dzQR f XijdS
out more or require a
speaker pleaseemail
amasango.news@gmail.comn

and a Trustee will be happy
to help. We look forwardo
heainngfrom youl!




Thanks to the generosity of folk
at All Saints we were able to go
out and buy underwear for the
children. Polly and Julie pictured
here at PEP choosing what to
buy.Here you see volunteers
being searched on the wan to
school, everyone, principal
included, is searched. Forbidder
items includeany kindof

weapon, dagga and cigarettes.

On the |l eft the contents of this week’s food p
areasked to come in to collect the parcels so t
contents. I f families can’t, or won't coll ect,
deliver them home. Only boys livinginthiese | t er don’t get parcels. Sa

they are given direct to the girls.

Pam and Sherife went to the running races and supported the runners and handed out vast
guantities of bananas and water. The children were rewarded with KFC at the end of the event
rare treat. We wonder what kind of a weekend the children of Amasavitydfnave For sure most of
them will goto church in the townshipgthey may play netball or soccer, and they should wash the
uniform. Lindathe Principal, has been toeetings about science and technology in therdculum,
staffingandvaccinatiors against worms and cancer of the cervix and the need for parental conse
Ther e’ s nev e Wewalllkebpthe lspiritnfoAmasamgo With us when we return.

Thank you for your ongoing support of the children and young people at Amasango



