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Welcome to the Christmas edition of the Friends of Amasango
newsletter. We hope this finds you and your loved ones well.
Here are some headlines for you:

SAVE THE DATE - FRIDAY 4TH FEBRUARY 7:30 PM
After the success and fun of our first online fundraising quiz, we are pleased to
announce our next cerebral adventure! With familiar rounds and some new features,
we look forward to having another entertaining evening - all for a good cause.
Details about tickets will follow in the new year.

NEW PRINCIPAL AT AMASANGO
We are thrilled to announce that Dr. Girlie Shadaya has been appointed as the new
Principal of Amasango. This undoubtedly will bring stability after some delay since
the interviews held in September. Dr. Shadaya has worked at Amasango for several
years and was Deputy to Linda before she retired. Since then, she has been Acting
Principal. We pass on our congratulations and wish her well in her new role.

NEW BEAUTY SALON TRAINING CENTRE
Another exciting development is the purchase of a converted container that will
be fully kitted out as a Beauty Salon Training Centre. It has been a long-term goal of
Amasango to widen the skills curriculum with additional vocational pathways. The
container has been made possible due to your continued, generous support. On
behalf of the students at Amasango, we say THANK YOU!
Here it is being delivered with additional fencing being erected around it for security.
The inside will be ready for the new school year in January. We look forward to
bringing you images of the training in action once the students return from the
Christmas break.

Here's a round-up of other news:
Students have now broken up for the holidays after a somewhat disrupted year
of learning due to fluctuating Covid restrictions and guidelines. This has not
thwarted the determination of staff to provide a full curriculum for all learners
either remotely or in the classroom in addition to ensuring the pastoral needs
of students and their families are met. Despite the onset of Omicron, it was last
reported that there were no additional restrictions expected with regards to
students starting the new academic year in January. Throughout this time the
work of the Friends of Amasango has continued as normal. We are grateful to
the staff at Amasango who have, at times, driven around the locality to deliver
food parcels and other necessary items to families that the charity funds.
We are frustrated to report that the Department for Education has announced
to many schools that there are to be cuts to staff numbers. The exact number
for Amasango has changed to 5 from an initial 20, which in context is good
news, but obviously a blow for the school. It is unclear as to which staff may be
affected and how they will be chosen and by whom. Our prayers are simply
that the Department recognises the needs of the students and that they
provide the necessary resources to enable this.
The ongoing battle in the Courts with the Department for Education continues.
New papers have been filed in relation to the delays to the building of the new
school at the designated site. The department has the usual 14 days to
respond.
Trustees have been busy fundraising in all sorts of ways - coffee mornings,
Zoom talks, church donations and engagement in schools. If you wish to have
a Zoom presentation as part of a group meeting then please let us know. We
are available most of the time and are happy to plan well ahead if that suits
you.

TEXT DONATION
You can now donate to Friends of Amasango using a simple text message. Just
send a message to 70085 and type in AMASANGO followed by the
amount you wish to donate - between £1 and £20 - then press send.
For example, to donate £8 you would type AMASANGO8
Doners will then receive a further message asking them if they would like to Gift
Aid their donation.

All that remains is to wish you all a peaceful and
happy Christmas and New Year. We are so very
grateful for your ongoing and committed support in
what has proved to be a very challenging time for
many. Thank you, from us and from the staff and
students at Amasango, we are very grateful.
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